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Workshop Abstract 

 

The eCREAM consortium, part of the InToEHR1 research cluster of Horizon Europe 

projects, is organising this workshop together with  POLHIS – Research Center for the 

Ethics and Politics of Health Data Ecosystems (University of Milan) and in collaboration 

with the European Commission (Directorate-General for research and innovation), 

with the goal to share lessons learnt on innovative solutions developed for the 

secondary use of EHRs and patient registries in multi-national research projects.  

 

Furthermore, a part of the programme will be devoted to discussing the researchers’ 

perspectives on the implementation of the European Health Data Space (EHDS), as a 

vital framework for the secondary use of health data across the European Union, 

creating significant opportunities for biomedical research and public health. The 

workshop will be an opportunity for researchers, clinicians, data scientists, ethics and 

legal experts to share what they have encountered in multi-national research projects, 

what they have learnt, the existing challenges, and provide their insights on the EHDS 

implementation. 

 

Finally, workshop participants will discuss the research gaps and needs on health data 

innovations that could be addressed via the EU’s collaborative funding model. 

 

                                                           
1 InToEHR cluster: List of Horizon Europe projects funded under the 2021 call topic: “Innovative tools for use and re-use 
of health data, in particular of electronic health records and/or patient registries”. The projects are expected to: (i) 
improve the ways in which structured and unstructured health data is stored, analysed and interpreted and (ii) develop 
innovative tools and standards for improving the quality, interoperability, machine-readability and re-use of structured 
and unstructured health data and metadata. 
 

https://cordis.europa.eu/search?q=contenttype%3D%27project%27%20AND%20relations%2Fassociations%2Fprogramme%2Fcode%3D%27HORIZON-HLTH-2021-TOOL-06-03%27&p=1&num=10&srt=contentUpdateDate:decreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search?q=contenttype%3D%27project%27%20AND%20relations%2Fassociations%2Fprogramme%2Fcode%3D%27HORIZON-HLTH-2021-TOOL-06-03%27&p=1&num=10&srt=contentUpdateDate:decreasing


                                           
 

 

Discussions will be structured around three thematic areas: 

 

(i) Data quality for research. Participants will discuss the dimensions of data quality 

most relevant for the secondary use of health data for research purposes, drawing on 

the experiences of research consortia and their perspectives on EHDS implementation. 

Relevant dimensions will include completeness, representativeness, internal 

consistency, and population coverage.  

 

(ii) Governance and implementation in research practice. Participants will focus on 

lessons learnt and emerging good practices in the implementation of data governance 

mechanisms in research, in view of the upcoming implementation of the EHDS. Topics 

include: how EHDS implementation could support and facilitate cross-border research, 

particularly through the role of research data infrastructures and Health Data Access 

Bodies (HDABs); and how governance frameworks for AI systems using health data can 

be coordinated with the rules and procedures governing the secondary use of health 

data for research within the EHDS. 

 

(iii) Ethical, legal, and social (ELSI) dimensions of reusing health data for research. 

Participants will discuss the practical implications of ethical frameworks for research. 

How are requirements related to individual control, public trust, transparency, and 

fairness translated into the operations of multinational research projects? 

 

The eCREAM consortium, InToEHR cluster partners, and workshop participants will 

deliver a white paper, drawing on workshop insights and a concise synthesis of lessons 

learnt and open questions, to be shared with the broader research community and 

relevant national and EC policymakers, as a contribution to the ongoing dialogue on 

the implementation of the EHDS. 
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